Bug hotel and brash piles.
Things you need from home;
•

•
•
•
•

String/old
shoelace/fishing wire
etc, something to tie
knots
Tape measure
Pruning snips
Bucket
Scissors

Things from the garden or
collected on the walk;
For the bug hotel
•
•
•

Sticks 10” or 25cm x8
Sticks 7” or 18cm x8
Sticks 5” or 13cm x4

Bug hotel and brash piles.
To fill the bug hotel
•
•
•
•
•

Sticks
Pinecones
Leaves
Bark
Grass

Rock pile
•

A variety of large
and small rocks

You can also create leaf
piles, stick piles and other
forms of natural items.
Compare the different
types of insects that
inhabit them all.

Bug hotel and brash piles.
Ok so let's get started,
1. Find the items needed from home and go out in the garden. If you don’t have many trees or
bushes in your garden, take the pruning snips, bucket and tape measure on your daily walk.
Get the children to find some sticks, as straight as possible, measure and cut them to the
lengths required. Talk to them about different types of measurements and showing them on
the tape measure. You can also get the children to work out the volume and area of the box
once completed (volume = depth x width x hight = cm3, Area = width x hight = cm2). While
you are collecting sticks and filling try to get the children to identify the trees they are using
by download the tree identification sheet and identify the trees on your walk or in your
garden. If there are trees that are not on your list ask the children to find them later online.
2. Ask the children to
find the rest of the
items required and
put them in your
bucket, remember
you need enough
stuff to fill the bug
hotel and make
brash piles.
3. When you get
home, if you’ve
been on a walk, or
collected all your
items from the
garden you need
to get two of the
5” sticks and 4 of
the 10” sticks. Lie
the 4 10” sticks on
the ground and
place one of the 4
inch stick across
them at each end
then using the
string tie sticks
together. Do this
twice so you have two.
4. Then tie 4 of the 7” sticks across the two sides already made, do this to the bottom with the
rest of the sticks to create a 4 sided box.
5. Take all the fillings and layer inside the box until it is full. Place in the garden and leave for at
least two weeks before investigating what has inhabited the bug hotel.
6. Take the different sized rocks and make a pile from big to small. You can also do this with
different types or natural materials to create brash piles, again leave this for two weeks
before investigating the inhabitants.
7. Lastly and the most important thing is remember to have FUN.

